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resolution of ratification for the pro-
posed expansion of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization.

Last May, President Clinton publicly
embraced the idea of a ‘‘new NATO’’
mission. It is my concern that the
President’s vision of a new NATO will
signal the end of NATO as a defensive
alliance and begin its role as a global
peacekeeping organization.

I have several concerns about the
President’s vision for NATO, not the
least of which is cost for a ‘‘new’’
NATO. It seems to me that if the Presi-
dent continues to eagerly commit our
men and women in uniform to dan-
gerous peace-keeping missions, for
which, the U.S. invariably pays the
lion’s share of the cost, the United Na-
tions should either be forced to reim-
burse us for those costs, or relieve our
so-called arrears.

Therefore, I will be offering an
amendment which requires that prior
to the deposit of the instrument of
ratification for NATO expansion, the
President must certify that the Senate
has obtained a commitment from the
United Nations that the U.S. will be re-
imbursed or credited for costs incurred
in peace-keeping missions.

I am offering this amendment be-
cause I am both concerned and frus-
trated by the tremendous costs that
the U.S. incurs in peacekeeping and hu-
manitarian missions around the globe.
Our men and women in uniform are
asked to do more and more, with less
and less. Meanwhile, American tax-
payers foot the bill for these missions.
Yet, the United States is handed the
single largest assessed contribution for
any U.N. member, despite the huge
commitments we maintain across the
globe.

I hope my colleagues will support
this common-sense amendment to
force the United Nations to account for
the contributions that the United
States has made to peace-keeping
around the world.

f

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that a
hearing of the Senate Committee on
Labor and Human Resources will be
held on Wednesday, April 29, 1998, 10
a.m., in SD–430 of the Senate Dirksen
Building. The subject of the hearing is
‘‘Assistive Technology Act.’’ For fur-
ther information, please call the com-
mittee, 202/224–5375.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that a
hearing of the Subcommittee on Public
Health and Safety, Senate Committee
on Labor and Human Resources will be
held on Thursday, April 30, 1998, 11
a.m., in SD–430 of the Senate Dirksen
Building. The subject of the hearing is
Agency for Health Care Policy Re-

search. For further information, please
call the committee, 202/224–5375.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE
AGREEMENT

∑ Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
was unable to vote on Senate Concur-
rent Resolution 90, which acknowl-
edges the historic Northern Ireland
Peace Agreement. Had I been present I
would have voted in favor of the resolu-
tion. I request that the official record
so indicate.

Mr. President, Ireland has suffered
thirty years of turmoil, a tragic set of
circumstances which has taken a deep
toll on the Irish people. This toll can
be measured in the loss of thousands of
lives, and the instability which arises
from thirty years of constant fighting,
and terror. Despite the best efforts of
the governments of the Republic of Ire-
land and the United Kingdom over the
years to find an equitable solution,
these, until recently were to no avail.

Mr. President, finally I would note
that the symbolism of this accord
being reached on Good Friday should
not escape us. It has been said that
Good Friday is the vortex to which all
history is drawn, and out of which all
history flows, forever transformed. Let
us hope that this momentous accord
will set Ireland on a course towards
peace and prosperity from which there
is no turning back.∑
f

STEPHEN C. ROBINSON—U.S. AT-
TORNEY FOR THE STATE OF
CONNECTICUT

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, there are
few issues as important as protecting
our citizens and keeping our commu-
nities free of crime. Americans should
feel secure in their homes, at their
schools, and in their neighborhoods,
and in recent years we have made tre-
mendous progress in this area, reduc-
ing the crime rate for a record five
years in a row. But more work needs to
be done. One of the most effective ways
to make our streets safer is attracting
talented and committed individuals to
work in law enforcement. That is why
I am so pleased that my Senate col-
leagues have displayed great wisdom
and unanimously confirmed Stephen C.
Robinson to serve as U.S. Attorney for
the State of Connecticut.

Mr. Robinson has extensive and var-
ied law enforcement experience in the
public sector and his legal and inves-
tigative work for the private sector
well qualify him to serve in this posi-
tion. I was proud to recommend his
nomination to the President, and I be-
lieve that he will bring a sense of intel-
ligence, integrity, and energy to this
office.

After graduating from Cornell Uni-
versity and Cornell Law School, Mr.
Robinson was in private practice for
several years. He then became an As-

sistant U.S. Attorney in the Southern
District of New York where he directed
the prosecution of narcotics cases and
tax fraud and securities fraud cases. He
also argued appeals in the U.S. Court of
Appeals in the Second Circuit. In 1990,
Mr. Robinson received the Department
of Justice’s Director Award for Supe-
rior Performance as an Assistant U.S.
Attorney.

Mr. Robinson also has served as Asso-
ciate General Counsel and Managing
Director at Kroll Associates, the
world’s largest private investigation
firm. In 1993, FBI Director Louis Freeh
asked Mr. Robinson to join the Bureau
as his Special Assistant and General
Counsel. At the FBI, he oversaw
counter-terrorism and counter-espio-
nage policy and investigation; revision
of the selection and promotion process
for Special Agents; and FBI undercover
investigation proposals. Mr. Robinson
has most recently worked as Chief
Compliance Officer for Aetna U.S.
Healthcare in Middletown, Connecti-
cut, and he is also an instructor of
Trial Practice Law at Yale Law
School.

Mr. Robinson’s confirmation is par-
ticularly significant in Connecticut,
because he is the first African-Amer-
ican to ever serve as our State’s top
federal prosecutor. He has spoken pub-
licly about the sense of hopelessness
amongst young blacks throughout the
country. And having grown up in the
Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brook-
lyn, Mr. Robinson hopes that young
people from inner cities will look at
him and see someone who can not only
relate to their circumstances, but who
also illustrates that if you get your
education and work hard you can at-
tain your goals, regardless of where
you come from. Mr. Robinson stands as
a positive role model for African-Amer-
ican youths, and in fact all young peo-
ple.

By taking the post of Connecticut’s
U.S. Attorney, Mr. Robinson is renew-
ing his connection to public service.
But this may have never been possible
were it not for a conversation between
Steve and his mother in 1996. During
the Thanksgiving holidays, his mother
encouraged him to return to public
service and give more back to his com-
munity. Mr. Robinson has frequently
stated that this conversation prompted
him to reevaluate what he wanted to
do with his life. Upon reflection, he de-
cided to take his mother’s advice, and
he decided that he should return to
public service. On behalf of the people
of Connecticut, I would like to thank
Steve’s mother. Steve Robinson is a
man of outstanding character and in-
telligence, and we are fortunate to
have him serve as our next U.S. Attor-
ney.

I offer my sincere congratulations to
Steve, his wife Kathleen Sullivan, his
daughter Victoria, and all of his family
and friends on his well-deserved con-
firmation. I have every confidence that
he will flourish in this position.∑
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